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THIS Is THE STORY OF Tim SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH in Memphis. Much of
this material is taken {mm the history orthe First sunChurch for their history is our history until January,
1951, when a group of the members branched out to
farm the Raleigh church.

MisslanW r Mam his
We have our beginnings with Edison White's boatV

Morning Star. White. in searching for a way to spread
the gnspel to the South, decided on a unique way to do it.
His interests were printing. steamboats. and canvassing,
and he combined them 31L The Morning Star was built
in Kalamazoo, Michigan, moved down the Kalamazoo
River, across Lake Michigan, through the Chicago
Canal and down the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers on its
way to Vicksburg. [n the early Fall of 1394, it reached
Memphis, where White was fined $500 fur operating a
host without a license. The publicity about a missionary
boat being under anest amused much interest, not all
unfavorable, Questions were asked about Seventh-day
Adventists, and this created interest in Bible study.

By this time, Memphis was recovering {rain the
devastatingyellow fever epidemic of 1379, which had
resulted in the surrender of the aity Charter and
bankruptcy. In 1893, the Charter was restored;
however,our fair city had the reputation of being the
“minds! capital” orthe country.

Into this sltusfisn came Elder WJ-I. Reed, who in the
lateFall or 1394, started with a series of evangelistic
meetings in a small annex mam ufthe old audimrium at
Main and Linden. He lsfl two young ladies behind to
sell books. Myra Hill (later Mrs. Walt/er Nash) and
Edith Worthin (latex Mrs. LA. Cimbal) canvassed the
whale city from the Mississippi River to the city limits
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way out on Cooper, and from Chelsea to Fort Pickering
with Great Controversy and Bible Readings. They
were here or year or two giving Bible studies and healing
treatments to the sick within the city.

In 1895, Elder A.M. Boyd, is former missionary to
Africa, held meetings in some homes in South Memphis.
The reaping resulted in the organization of the First
Seventh-day Adventist Church 0! Memphis.
Charter members were Ella Lead: (said to be the first
person here to accept the message), Mr. and Mrs. v.0.
Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Parker, Lillie Ascough, and Teak
Sexy. The Church met in the home of the Coles on Shaw
Avenue for 2 time, then rented a room in the Randolph
Building at Main and Beale; but flnanms forced them
back Do the Cnlesr During tllis time Mr. 0012 also
covered the city, selling Prophecies of Jesus and
other small books.

Evsngelistic meetings were sgsin held in 1896.
This time Elders Pegg, cr. Bollmsn and W.R. sorrow
spoke in a tent at Third and .leil‘srson. They esch
served as President of the Tennessee River
Conlerenee at later dotes. Elder Burrows’ Memphis
descendants include daughters Eve Finley, Jamie
McNeil and Earths, who as Mrs. Gentry Lowery became
amissionarytolndio.

Margsret 'I‘lsdale Goodrich remembers hearing her
mother, Mrs. Lew nsdnle, tell of Brother F.T. Wales
coming to her home at 1470 Corr selling books sod
Health Magazine. she was convertedand become the
eleventh member ofthe church. She wss so thrilled with
the message she sent Brother Wales to see her cousin
Willie Ruth Thompson. who also joined the church. Mrs.
Thompson was the church clerk {or yesrs and is
remembered as o tsnchcr in the children's Sabbath
School.

Aner five years of meeting in church members
homes, Mr. Parker and Mr. Cole found a little two room
coal-heated church for sale at the corner nf N. Dunlap
and Johnson (later named Funnt The Johnson Aver
Baptist Church was asking $1,200, but agreed to SE“ for
$1,000 if they could continue to use the church on
Sundays for several months. Mr. Parker’s father loaned
the money for the down payment and the agreed to pay
the balance at $30 per quarter. Erothsr Cole sslrsd
Elder th. Stone, President of the Tennessee River
Conference (the forerunner of the Kentucky»Tenn/essee
Conference) to help him solicit donations for the building
fund from business men of the area. Elder Stone sent
Elder Burrow. HS and Mr. Cale raised about $500 in
one week, and the church members gave the rest.

Since the building was quite small, s childrso's
Sabbath School clcss was taught in a cool shed behind
the church. The cosl was pushed aside, and Mrs. Mary
Balsbaugh taught the little ones there.

While Brother Cole was canvassing in 1901, he sold a
bank to a black woman named Ella Gray. She accepted
the truth sod, with her family, become charter members
uf the first block church in Memphis.

On Monday morning, March is, 1901, Ellen While.
one of the founders of the Seventhdoy Adventist
Church, her son Willie White sod several others on their
woy irom Vicksburg to Nashville, stopped in Memphis
to visit the fledgling church A meeting was arranged for
9 AM and thirty-five people, among them four
canyessers and one Bible worker, were present to hssr
Ellen White speck.

By 1907, there were 78 members in the church.
Seton is not willing to see things go smoothly for God's
people if he can prevent it, so in 1907, some tragic
eventscame to pass. Elder Its. Donnell, who was the
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first pastor of the church, and who had been President
afthe Indiana Conference in 1901, became an advocate
of a doctrine not Bihlically sound and outside the
Adventist faith.

The result was that on April 14, 1907, the church as
it was constituted at the time was dissolved, and a new
Church was organized of those members who signed a
statement of affirmation of belief in Seventhday
doctrines. Seventeen people signed. There were three
others not present that day who later signed.

Thirteen years later Elder Donnell requested to be
and was aooepted book into isllowship.

1n 1910, ten people joined the ahuroh hnnging the
membershipup to so.

The ladies were very active with the Dornss
Society. They made clothes and quilts for needy
iamilies, including some in the church. (In those days it
was not easy to get Ssbbaths off, and many lost their
jobs because at it.) The Dorcas ladies also made quilts
and coukias to sell for lnveatment. Everyone tank part
in Harvest lngathering. They had active singing
bands and really enioyed it. even when, as sometimes
happened, they only brought back 5.50 a night.

Personalwinimmiag played a large part in ehuroh
growth. Each time Mrs. Willie Thompson went to her
dressmaker’s home to be fitted. she tank a piece of
literature to her. The dressmaker, Chins Jay and her
aunt, Matte Lowry, accepted the message and were
baptized May 1, 1909. Miss Jay lived with her sister,
Boyle Gregg who was baptised September so, 1911.
Mrs. MaryAshby grew up in their home, and later she,
too, joined after she and her neighbor, Mrs. L.T.
Pritchett, had Bible studies with Mrs. Mamie Edsr.
aothMrshshbyanersrriehsttjoin/edon May22,
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1920.

By March, 1917, the church numbered 128 and
formed a building committee to search for s new loeanon.
Two months later they unanimously awepted the
reoommsndatianor the lot at the oorner of Dunlap and
Speedway (later renamed North Parkway). In April,
1920, nader the leadership nfElder Delmar Wood, the
$13,000 chursb building was dedicated debt free, It
served the congregation for 44 years.

Bill Almez recalled his mother, Myrtrs Alvarez
telling of how the ladies or the church baksd bread to
sell, with the money being used to buy bridrs for the
new building.

By May, 1921, church membership was 164,

The father of the Callaway family was a Methodist
minister in Grenada, Mississippi. His widow was sold
some books by the Millers, who were oolpdrteurs from
Jadraon, Tennessee. She bet-sine an Adventist. along
with her six daughters one ufwhmn wss Beryl McLarty
who joined in 1924. Beryl's ehildrsn were Drs, all. and
AM. McLarty, CharlesMeinrty, and Louise Lindsay.

AM. (Alex) McLarty, better known to us as ‘Dr.
Man’remembers that back in the thirties when he was a
mere lad, his mother would awaken his older sister and
brothers early on Sabbath morning to ready themselves
{or the Journey to Memphis. They lived in Whitehsven,
about 15 miles from the church at North Parkway and
Dunlap. Sinoe this was a very long trip. they carried a
lunah so they oould stay all day. They would attend
Sabbath School followed by the church service, than go
to line ofhis mother‘s sisters for lunch. Her three sisters
lived close to the church on North Garland. Each ran a
rooming house, renting apartments to other families.
This weekly familygathering alternated among the
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three siamrs’ homes. ihen in the afiemoun there would
he a young people's meeting. This was followed by
Vespers at sundown, All oltliase activities were usually
followed by a chureh social. This made for a long but
very enjoyable day, All of this was interrupted by World
War II, when the familywent difi‘erant ways. ‘Dn Mac’
was drafied into the Army, his sister went to nursing
school, Charles went to work in Defense in Alabama,
and BE. went onto medical school.

Dr. Mac lam attended medical school at Lorna Linda
Where he met and married Velma.

Velma, who was born into an Adventisthome, recall:
as a youngster riding in the hack of her fathers truck
in Keene, Texas. while he busily sold literature as a
oolporteur. (Her family later moved to home Linda,
California.)

In 1927, we find recorded the haptisms or Ruby
McNeill, 0G. Mills, and Ruby Star-nee, A camp
meeting was held in tents on the city water works
ground next to the church, and it was during this
meetingthat Mrs. McNeil was baptiwd.

Did you know that there was once a radio station
in the church? in the late 20's, while Elder McLennan
was here the Sshhsth sermons were relayed horn the
church to station WNBR. where it was rehroadcast over
a radius orahout 25 miles.

In 1941, the Voice ofProphecywas sponsored on
Station WMPSi

Mrs. Frances Sperry was a staunch Methodist and
kept Sunday like Adventists keep the Sabbath,
Saturday was her preparation day, pressing and
cleaning were all done to have the household ready
torstindsy School and Church. In the summer 011920,
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Brother and Sister G.J. Dawson and their two sons
rented an apartment from the Sperrys. Every Saturday
morning and Wednesdaynight they would ride in their
buggy to the new church on North Parkway and
Dunlap. One Wednesday evening, they invited the
Sperrys to go with them, and they went. Providence had
it that Elder Delmar wood gave a shnrt, interesting
study on the Sabbath. It was so dear that even seven
year old Merle understood and helieved that Saturday
was the seventh day of the week. Afier arriving home
Mrs. Sperry and the children had worship and asked
God for guidance. 0n arising fmm her knees, she
opened the Bible to Hebrews 4:8” which read, “For
if Jesus had given then test, then would He not
afterward have spoken of another day. There
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.”
Mrs. Sperry felt that to be adi‘rect answer to her sincere
prayer, and on January 15, 1921, she was baptised.

For several years altar arriving in Memphis from
Pensacola, Florida, Sister Viola Bradwell was a Bible
worker, One day late in 1922, two of her neighbors on
Galloway prayed for help in studying the Bible. They
were impressed, but didn’t know how to start. when
Mrs. Bradwell knocked on the door of the sisters, Ina
Davis Mills and Louise Davis, and offered tn study with
them, they were oveljoyed. On April 3, 1922, hoth were
baptizedby Elder Welleker.

In the early years they always had Sunday night
meetings. When Elder McLennan was pastor, on
Sunday nights he would lead the singing, make the
announcements. and do the preaching. He was a
powerful speaker, but as a result ofoverusing his voice
he developed a hoarseness, lost his voice and had to
leave the ministry afier being in Memphis for five years.

Mr. and Mrs. W.E. Staniss were neighbors of the
RH. Thomas. when Elder McLennan held tent
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meetings in 1927, at the corner of Summer and
National (Lbe present site of Highland Heights Baptist
Church) Mrs. Thorne invited the Star-nee to go. They
attended and sat in the car outside the tent where they
could see and hear. They had three small children at
the time. Another couple went with them and slept
through the service, but Mr. Sternes said their eyes
were w1de open! They knew theyhsd round the truth.

Mr. Starnes believes he was the first Federal
employee in Memphis to beoome an Adventist. He told
his superintendent in the Post Ofiioe that he could no
longer work on Sabbath. Amazingly, Mr. Sternes was
given a key to the Crosstown Station, and every Sunday
morning a driver brought a load ofmail for him to sort.
All alone in the locked building, 'Shorty" Starries sorted
mail on Sunday, in plaee oi Sabbath work.

By 1930, membership was 225. Baptismal records
indude Claude Armour and Gilbert Mills. Recorded in
1931, were Eva Lee Finley, WE, Sternes, Mrs. Ed.
Colley, Denny Winfield, end Stella Benton. In 1933,
Mrs, 2.1). Hurt andGeorge Mills were named,

Elder and Mrs. Harold Johnson, who had been in
Memphis only a year, died in February, 1932, in a tragic
automobile accident. They and Mrs, Bessie Jones were
returning from a church meeting in Manon, Georgie,
whentheeerhit awreckerwhiehwaspullingaoerthat
had struck a mule. (Mrs. Jones was thrown out and
seriously injured but survived) Their ear went up in
flames before the Johnsons could he rescued. The
newspaperquoted 0.H. Callioott, a deaoon aithe ohurch:
“One can't quite understand why two such talented and
enthusiastic workers for God had to go so young. Their
deaths are a herd blow to the Seventh-day Adventist
faith in Memphis. The membership of the church had
increasedby 25 during his pastorate.'( Mrs. Johnson a
nurse, had cared for amillionaire in hos Angeles. He
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was so impressed with the treatment. he received that he
gave $500,000 for file Brendan ofPorLer Sanitarium in
Denver.)

Death came to four of our beloved [Janitors while they
were here in Memphis. Elder GE, Lefllerdied in May of
1940, Elder Stanley Schleil'er in January, 1947, Elder
HE. Carnal-i in February, 1966, and Elder Don Howe inJune of 1986.

lngether—ing time came around like clodrwork everyFall. Ruth Parker, Emma Baker and Dorothy Rainee
used to go with Framers to the hnsineeeee - to everyplace that was open, They stayed out as late as 2 AM
and came inwith $80 . then averylarge sum.

.
Sometimes we may wonder how much good it does to

give out literature. Horton Adams told a awry that wastold to him by J.R. perkins. who taught at Memphis Jr.
Academy in the early 1930's: "I used to pass out
literature in a Genain nm'ghborhoodregularly for several
years without knowing whether it was aceomplislung
anything. i was really mirpn'sed to get a phone call oneday from a stranger who said he wanted to talk to meand would send a ear for me. Shortly atterward along
black Cadillac driven by h chaufleur drew up in {rank of
my huuse and there I met the man who had been
reoeivirig my papers, He said, Tin going to die, and I
want [A be baptized first' and pointed to a trunk. ‘Thal
trunk holih all the literature you have lefi. here, and I’ve
read it alll He was baptized in his bathtub shortly afier
that.’ It is good to knuw this kind nl’witness is effective.

_
Dedicatedhome missionaries through these yearsincluded, among many others, Merle and William

Sperry, Vera Dubois, Mathilde Derusora Horton Adams,
Glen Allen, alt. Spenser, Eugene Finley, WE. Staines.
Frank Ashby, and Glen Parham.
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The Seventhdsy Adventist Church stronglybelieves

in christian Education. Memphis First Church
started a school in the little church on Fuel: in 1910,
taught by Bonny Wade (later Mrs. Avery Roddy.) the
school has been in existence ever since. Sam Alvarez
entered first grade there in 1913, and Raymond Thume
in 1916. Sam remembered there were around 18 to 20
students, including his sisters, Florence and Grace.
MrsAlvarez was a great believer in Gadsden education.
Raymond remembered his teacher was Minnie Brown.
He says it was a privilege to have gone to school there.

Our uhuol muved with the church tn North Parkway
and Dunlap and oonvsrled in the basement.

, The clerk’s record in 1926 gives the school enrollment
as 24. The total expense of maintaining the school that
year, included teacher's salaries was 3725.

hi 1929, with an enrollment nf30, three rooms wereadded and the school became Memphis Jr. Academy
housing grades 1 through 10. By 1986,Lho enrollment
was up to 55. The clerk’s report for 1935 reported the
cost ofnmning the school at $1,469.02.

By the late forties, it was felt the facilities at the
church were not adequate for the growing school. A]
Meadows remembers cooking for the children’s lunch in
a basement room with makeshift equipment. Edith
Savers used to wok soup at home, bring it to schnnl and
put it on the radiator to keep warm. Then she made
sandwiches at school to accompany the soup. hnogene
Sperry, Sarah Willis and lotus Graves also helped,

A lot was bought an the north side of Poplar just east
of the present church for $8,500 and held {or several
years. ’l'hensomemie offered to buy it, without
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its ever bang put on the market. The decision was that,
sinoeitwas notthsbeet nutedheoause otita odd shape,
perhaps it was best to sell. So another search was made.
One place under construction was the lot where
GoldsmithsOak Court store now stands. Finally, the lot
on Maidenhau, which was in the county then, but was
annexed by the time the school was built. was bought for
$17,000. A profit or about 327,000 had heen made on
the Poplarproperty.

Elder m. Carmen, minister for First Church and
Raleigh, led out in the construction ofthe school, which
opened in time for second semester in January, 1954.

In the April, 1954 issue of Southern Tidings,
Principal Ralph Bailey reported a 200% growth in
enrollmentduring the past four yearl.

The Dedication took place March 26, 1955. Claude
Armour, a former M.J.A. student, who was now
Commissioner oi Fire and Police, spoke on ‘Develnping
Our Youth”, The dedicawry address was given by
Mayor hank Tobey. In the years since then, the school
has been enlarged, including the construction or agymnasium.

In 1950, at the urging of Dr. 3.2:. McLarty, the
“Temple Plan', or tree tuition, was instituted. With
regret it was changed to tuition in 1977. Enrollment
dropped, from around 100 students to 55.

Today, MJA finds itselr going strong with excellent
academic programs that foster very successful,
scholarshipwinning,college houndstudents.

Special mission projects, both local and further afield
are part orthe MJA experience as well. For example, for
the past several years the ninth and tenth graders have
traveled to the La Vida Mission to help returhish
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buildings and assist in teaching the younger students.
This certainlyrounds out one’s edumtion.

On June 19, 1997, the MJA School mnatitueney met
and approved an operating budget for the upcoming
1997-93 school year «5210.673.

Among the graduates of MJA. are preachers,
missionarlel. teachers, doctors, dentists, nurses,businessmen and women and many other successful
people. it is obvious that we have had many dedicated
teachers, and our childrenhave bad quality education,

A Lag EflgflEstablishes A Ngw thfl
In the Fall of 1950, FrankAshbyheld a lay sfinrt in

Raleigh. It was well weaved, and on January 20, 1951
.a group of 34 Memphis First Church members
“swarmed” to form the Raleigh Church.

The folluwing text in an historical nooounting
by an unlmown writer. ‘In 1949, the Baptist people
nfEalsigh moved into a new churchbuilding, and the old
building which had been purchased by Mr. Li). Gordon
became available for others to use. Dr. Eugene Finley
and his mother, Sister Eva Finley believed this to be a
good place to hold SDA meetings. The idea was
discussed with Drr Bonnie McLarty, Dr. George Mills,
Brother W.F.. Sterner, Brother Frank Ashbyand others,
The building was rented and the first meetings were
begun in February, 1950.

“Brother Ashby presented the spoken word while
Brother Virgil Tooiney and Sister Haywood Severs led
out with the music, Sister u, Greene and Sister Fred
Anderson asaistedin Bible suidies. Three members were
added to the First Seventhday Adventist Church and
others continuedtaking Bible rmdies.
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“In September, 1950, a group fi-om the First Church
began to meet for Sabbath School and Chureh services
as a Company with Brother WE. Starnes and Dr.
George Mills as alternate leaders. Elder Carmen oithe
fimtgchurch preached From time to time until January

r 1 51.

“On ths date January 20, 1951, Elder Strickland, the
President of the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
organized the company into Raleigh SDA Church.
’l'lurhyrfour charter members constituted the new church
as their leflm were transferred flan: First Church.

The Q! of Chm; MEI-s
Bro hSr, WE. Slams: Sr.
Bro,&Sr.E F Armour Sr.
Dr erSr. nigene Finley 5r.
Dr.kSnGm|-geMi-|1I Bru nun .larnas
Bro irSr. MAnderlnn Bro Kirkllnd
Bm.&5r,J.W.Gr-.bm Sr lintbleena BarhninBrndrSr. Z.T Bur-row sitlul. Thorns
sin «rs: Wm M. Mnbiey Sr,J.E.M:Ni-.i.l
Sr. EB. Von Boeelnnnn Sr. Pu HendrenSr. Btu Biker Sr. Ralphmatinee
Dusm n.3, Boyd sr. Eu FinleyBr. Fannie Bolton St. BF. Margin
Sr. Dorothy Walker sro C.C,Cul1.imn

The ' t 0 n T The h
Elm Bus-tun Humans:Brows Star-nee lire roman Sr WE, SternerDr georgeMills Btu, .l,c. Kirkland Sr. EJ. ColleyDr. hugone nnley Bro. nedAnderuon Sr. Fred Anderson

met: WSr.s;,Colley Dr.tsr.)ll.B.B-ryd

WWWEm .l.w, Grab-m

“Bro. Frank Ashby held three lay eirorts for theRaleigh Church, one heiere the organizationand two
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' ' u n. 'iwsuty-thrse members werefiis‘éifi'fhiflhsisrgs Sr.Armo\|r ssssssuuus
studies and Sr. Dorothy Wslker sud Bro. Chuck Cellular.f
led out with the music for the seoond sud thud series u

meetings.

“Elder Cad-man wss our pastor irons January 20,
1951 until Elder wsyue Msrhu amvad in September,
1954

' ' ‘ looked“During Elder Wayne Msmns short stay, we
for a suitable lot for a representative chunzh bulllfingt

.- Acornmit-tee was set upto 1001: for a suitable1522;;
to build a church. A lot lea.- foundvon Coleman

Rodd . Coleman was a dirt road at the time, but the
pmperty was ofionduble. Abaut the some lime Dr. Bin.
McLarty was out loohing ut property. He found the
property vi 4204 .luclzscn Avenue (where our church new
stands) and went to see Mr. Starm about it. He teak
Mr. Sternes to see the lot and asked ifhe thought this
would be a suitable place for a church. Ofcgurse. Mr.
Stunws thought it would be is wonderful location. It was
very visible and an all omund better piece orpropeny,
but he didn’t think they could afford it. The cost was
$12.00!}. An anonymous donation made the pumhme af
this property possible]

“Elder Preston wsusce hscsme cur Pastor in May,
was. During his lesdcrslup, the chureh body moved to
one of two houses purchased by the First Church for a
future building site. These were 152 E. Psrlrwsy more
old wrr. Overturn home where ths sslhsny fanuly hveu
for s tune), sud 120 E. Parkway N. (the J.C. Rumor
home sheetiouutely referred to as Ths Msnslor.)
where our servioss were held. Soon the lot on .lseksnu
Avenue was purchased and through the hslp of the
Wsh-lut Grave church plsns were la_ld m hurld two new
church buildings. One for the Rslergh Church and one
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far the Walnut Grove Church.

'Fartunabe, indeed. fur the Raleigh Church that itshome was to be realizedfirst.

(Insert: For clarity. it is important to give someinformation regarding the formation, existence, anddemise vf the short-lived but very active Walnut Gmue
Church. It was the secand church to form from the
First Church, On July 17, 1954, 2.9 members lmmfermd
their membership, They met in the cafeton'um of thenewly built school. This was a group of mostly young,enthusiasticfamilies who had a neol zeal to work for God
and to become a viable and effective chumh. They
immediately involved themselves with all ufthe activities
of an Adventist church. They canvassed the area for
prospective members, lnguthered, formed a DormsSociety, held evungelisiic meetings, and enjoyed each
athers' company. Far fun and fellowship, they heldpicnics and went on church-wide week-cud campingtrips. There was a large number of children who werewatched over by oil ofthe adults. It wasn't unusual toluvingly correct someone elsis ehl'ki when it was needed.Parents will children alike accepted this willingly. This
was a lively group indeed

Money was raised by Raleigh and Wulnut Grave
toward the building ofa new Walnut Grove church.Property was purchased at the northeast corner ofPerkins and Far}! Avenues. During this time, theKentucky—Tennessc Confluence, looking at the big picturein Memphis, encouraged the Walnut vae Chumh todisband and join the First Church. The chumh wasdisxalued in 1.963, assets being divided between Firstand Raleigh) with most of the membership choosing tojoin wiih Raleith

“In June, 1957, Elder Wallace accepted a call to theMusic Department anighlandAmdamy.
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[Insert- In 1957. under the leadership of our new
Pastor, Elder Pd. Salhany, Walnut Groce Church
entered into a fluid raising campaign with Raleigh
Church to raise enough money to build two new
sanctuaries. It was decided that Raleigh would be built
first.

The executive committee consisted of Dr. 31:.
McLarty(C}lail-rruzn), Dr. George T. Mills, Charles s.
Collisoll, Dr, Eugene Finley. Herschel Powell, w.li.
Sterner, Charles N. McLariy,Sr., J.C. Brasher, Cecil
Abernathy, and u. Humphreys.

A goal #5750000 was sci es the amount needed to be
raised to build and equip the new church. Drawings
were completed by Raymond Scolt, Jr. of Sanford tr
Sanford on January ls, 1957.

Recorded in the My 2.9, 1957 Church HoardMinutes
are these wards,‘He that rousth lpnringly shall
reap sparingly, but he that wwdth bountifully
shall reap bounfifillly.”

1n the campaign to raise funds for the new churches,
emphasis was placed on the importance to continue to
maintain and operate Memphis Juninr Academy in a
proper manner in well as the two existing churches.
Giving to this building fund was to be in addition to
continuing God's work.

In the Full af1957, an urchitect was selected and
plans were develapai far the new sanctuary. The plans
showed classrooms, restroom-E, a kitchen, and cl

fellowship hall, aerecr the near orthe building with the
sanctuary extendingeast toward JochcenAvenue. Along
each side ofthie sanctuary and uboue the bapiictery were
to be beautiful stained glass windows depicting
Christianity fmm Eden to EdenJ
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Depiction of the Stained Glass Windows

Over :13 13mmThe Hand ofGod - extendedinrecon ' afianw manThe Lamb - the perfect sacrifice, Christ Jesus
The Dove - the visualmanifestationofths Holy Spirit

0n she North §i§g
The Sword - “which turned every way to keep the way

of the Tree quife”
The Law. written by the Fingerof God, perfect
The Menorah . perpetual light for the ssrrotuary
ljlse Lsrnp - “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and alight unto mypath”

MmJeans, Rose nf Sharon - newness oflifey fragrant and
pmThe Fish - medieval Christian symbol
TheWol-d OfGod » etemalguidemallmanklnd
The Cross and Crown - Hi5 sacrifice, our reward

KWe were an looking forward to our new churchhome!"

This next sceouriting is recorded in the ChurchBoard Minutes hy then Church Clerk. Mrs. Ed].
Culley:

“On January 19, 1953, Ground Braking Services
were held on our lot st 4204 Jackaal-l Avenue. Bro.
Stamea gave the resding «the scriptures follcwecl by
prayer hy Pastor sslhsny. Elder charlss Edwsrds,
pastor of our mother church (Memphis First) gave
encouraging words and good wishes for our future.Being a member of the Kentucky-Tennessee Cohfsrence
he represented our conference President who could notbe with us. spsdirig ulthe soil was done by Bro. m.Armour, WE. Sternes, Elders sslhanyand Edwards.
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“Our Psthfindere, our Sdmol Board, and friends horn
other ehnrehes were przaent to join in our celebrating
the prospects a new olmreh . (Membership 108.)

“Our new pastor Elder u. Salhsny eontinoed to
press forward on the buildingplans and on August a.
1958, we held our first servioee in the beautifill hoilding.

“Elder Marley. the KEnmcky—Tannesaee Conferenee
President at the time, wss our epesher for the opening
services.

“When we moved into these new nosrters. our
membership hsd grown train the 34 ahoner members to
etotel of110 members.

Membership ns orJnne 30, 1959 :32
Membership es orAugust 27. 1960 146

“Several yesrs uf faithful etewsrdship hy the
members and some large dmfinm by others who were
nlwsys interesied in the growth of Roleigh Church
produeed a debt elear edifice. For this we are indeed
gratefifl."

[Insert 1t tooh heal sacrificial giving on the part of
everyone to molle Raleigh a reality. But what an
enormous blessing it was for all involved to hnow that
many others wouhl came to hnow the Lord as o mutt of
their e/farts and would hone a beautiful church in which
to 11mm God.

A fund raising document was published and a eooy
was given to every member. R laid out out the entire
prqiect ow to go about doing this using Christian
princip es. Letter! afencoumgemnt as well as emel
financial budget we): detailed. The following two pages
are copiesfmm this document.
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Raleigh was a giving church and the giving wasn’t
over. It was 1958 and the church needed an organ. Mrs.
Ell. Galley wanted to honor her foster mother, Mrs.
Anna E. Gilbert in a special way, She wrote many letters
ashlngfor donations. Each donor gave in honor of their
own mother. Memphis Mayor Orgill even made a
donation in honor ofhls rnather. A beautiful haoh was
put together with the names ofmch one who gave and
their mothers. The boah was displayed an the organ for
years.

Many beautiful floral arrangements for the
Communion Table and walls were lovingly made by
Velma MELurIJ/e Dot 3211.712“ also 3‘qu to it that ourchurch was made lauzll'er and more woeful as needed.

llown through the years, Raleigh members have hept
a watchful eye on the needs 0" the building. New
carpeting was installed. Remodelingin the kitchen and
bathroom taoh place as well as new roofing and air.
conditioning systems. Handieagped ramps were added
while inside a larger platform in the sanctuary was
designed and installation ooeraeenby Jim Gavel]

‘Elder Salhany, who had loans the driving force in
getting this accomplished, let! for a post in the Afirican
Mission field.

“Elder Conn Arnold and Elder Bill Henson each
guided us throughever increaaing enthusiasm.

‘Elder Harold Walker arrived on the scene with his
organizing ability and our ehumh learned that only oneday was needed to complete the higsthei-ing Program.

“A definite need was now ween. We could no longer
adequataly do our instruction under such crowded
conditions. The anzwer came withdual-Dam addifionsu'
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[Raleigh Church decided that it needed more
Classrooms and an Dffice to extend am on both sides of
the Sanctuary. Herschel Powell designed the wings and
the mechanical systems and in 1968, J.C. Brasher built
them with Harold Smith doing all ofthe electrical 11")th

“Just before the completion of our new classrooms,
Elder Anderson was called to shepherd the Raleigh
Church. His was a cooperative spirit along with good
management.

‘FirSt of all, let us thank the Lord for giving the
vision. May we thank each ofyou and many others for
the part that each had in this yet unfinished task - that
will be finished whenJesus mules.”

Out of the original 34, there are still 10 who are
presently members Our membership is now 304.

MWRaleigh continued diligently to reach out to the
community in a number of difl‘erent ways, The needs of
the community were examined to give direction.

Home visits were made. Bible studies were give
and lngathering took place. Members paired oil to
aocomplish these tasks. Among these were Harold
Smith, Charles McLarty, Sr, Herschel Powell, Charles
Collison, Mr. J.C. Kirkland, Mr. WE Stsrnes, Dr. E.
Finley, and others. (Today, Herold Smith is 93 years
old and living in Malvern, Arkansas. He recalls Charles
McLarty, Sr. “Carrying little Charlie on his hip while
lngsthering. Harold and Charles were baptized at the
same time by Elder Martin. Harold’s wife, lrene, also
became a very faithful Adventist. Alter making her
decision she approached her boss at the Tall Shop and
toldhiin she would have to quit her job He didn’t. let
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her quit and she naver worked another Sabbath)

Stop Smoking Seminars were very much
requested during the 50's and cos. They were most
oiten held in the auditorium of the Shelby County
Health Department. This program was spearheaded by
Dr. BE. MoLarty and was assisted by members or both
churches. Charles McLartySn, Howard Mills, Herschel
Powell, and .l.C. Brasher, were some of Raleigh’s
members who participated

A very active Dorcas Society established a system
for lumishing lood and elothing. Dr. Jean Boyd is
remembered for her diligent leadership at one time as
are so many others. (Today it is lmown as Community
Servioesi

Mm i911ngk 5 ggfiggg '1‘an
Leading out in Personal Ministries is Dr. Roger

Bennett assisted by Dot Bennett, Edie and Jim Covel,
Sue Gaulding, Rosooe Howard and others. Reaching out
to ehurch members as well as others has been this
gmups' objective.

A Prison Ministry as been an ongoing activity for
many years led by Dot Bennett, Programs, worship
services with music, and birthday parties have been
provided.

The Women’s Ministry led by Cindy Craig was
born at Raleigh in 1994. They nfi‘ar a Monday
Morning Bible Study at the uhureh and do many
things to help individuals (especially women and
children) as they become awareofa need.

Earline Bridges saw a need to serve our children by
nrganisuig a Children’s Church that is held ones a
month. GlennBridges, Lisa Kirkland Karen and Rusty
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Bridges, Ruby and Gene Starues, Phyiis and James
Mansfield, Sue and chaplain Tum Smith, sue Ford and
othershave assisted.

Raleigh‘s Children’s Choir was the brain child of
Pain Reaves. Pam became the director even thuugh she
couldn’t read music she did not let. this hinder her
efl'orts. She listened to sm'ig! on tape and than taught
them to the children. Sheila Schomburg played for the
group, and Vivian Hurley purchased and fitted beautiful
red and white chair robes to be worn Afler Pam moved
away, Sheila continued to work with the children until
Heidi Bergstrom took over the leadership. This
beautifulmusicgram our Bervim.

The Raleigh Band was termed under the direction
of Dr. AM. McLartywhose love of music and dedication
to the church guided him in tlus direction. Raleigh has
been blessed to have many members who have musical
talents. Some long term members are Velma McLarty
(who also has been our church organist for many years),
James and Phylis Mansfield. Roger and not Bennett,
Karen and Rusty Bridges, John and Mary [owe ( Mary
being our church pianist along with Sheila Schomburg),
Sue Herron. and Melvin Wshl. A number of our young
people also panidpate.

Our ChurchPianist position has been filled by
Mary Lowe and Sheila demburg.

Pathfinders, directed by Ruthie Rustin, and
counseled by Lisa Kirkland. Karen Bridges, Sue Ford.
and Tom Smith have provided a variety of activities ior
the children from crafla to camping and from mission
worlr to marching.

Our children also participate in a Bell Choir through
MJA under the direction of Karen Briggs (who also
publishes our weekly bulletin.)
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Friday night Bible studies have been held in the
horns ofHarscbeJ and Rita Powell for the last 12 years.They also enioy studying with non-Adventists who are
interested in learning more about the Bible.

Raleigh learned about Net ‘95, a world—wide
evangelistic outreach program sponsored byThe North
American Division. The Voice ofProphecy created
the Discover Bible school series oriessons to he used
in oonjunction with this evangelistic series, We began to
malre plans to participate in Net «is.

when Net ‘96 rolled around we had our satellite dish
in place and through the edema of Charles MnLarter.,
and .lim Covel we were able to receive the broadcast.
We held evangelistic meetings to view and participate in
the broadcast with members and visitors alike who were
faithful in their attendance for the entire 5 weelrs.
Several baptisma took place attemsrdsl (What a thrill
it was the night Raleigh Church gathered in our
sanctuary and viewed members ofour own congregation
beingbraadeast around the world)

Presently our satellite dish is receiving The Three
Angelll’ Messaga an Sabbathmorning: for its members.

The Discovery Bible Correspondence Course
began tn be offered around this same time with Rnseoe
Howard taldng the lead. With this new church year wefind Ken Wherry at the helm.

Members gather at the church fur Wednesday
Night Prayer Meeting and Supper.

Between the supper hour and the meeting the
members take time to correct and answer lessons that
are sent in by the correspondence course students.With this new church year Ken Wherry will be taln'ng
the lead. What a blessing to share God’s wonderful
truths:
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A Social Committee was organised by James and
thiis Mansfield who put together activities that have
provided us with a fun fellowship with each other and
some very happymemories.

A Sabbath Potluck is held at church every
Sabbath immediately following the church service.
Visitors are always considered special guests. This is a
time of warm fellowship and relaxation. New members
are received with open arms and departing members are
bid a fond farewell. Mrs. Virginia Wahl and Mrs. Joanne
Frazier hsve SeLfleSSly seen to the success of this
project for years. Mr,Wah1 has always readied the room
along with other tasks to make this the heat potluck
anywhere.

in recent years, a Spanish map has formed at the
ltslsigh church. At. first only a few Spanish speaking
individuals were attending but through the efforts of
claudic Fernandez and lsaias Dominguez, their lay
pastor, their numbers have grown to more then so. They
meet in the Young Adult classroom for their Spanish
language Services.

A bilingual church service was held recently and
provided all the memberswith sgreat blessing.

English lessons are conducted on Wednesday
nights-

Manyother members are Very acfive in the Lord’s
work that may not be mentioned here. This little
boaklet may not have given medic. but God does.
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Hi 121i 1: Same f ' ' An
How ThflBeaming Mvgnfists

' Thelma Morgan heard about the Adventist church
through her sister, Aleen Mobley. She came into the
church through Bible studies with a neighbor and wasbaptised by Elder Hartweu at the Memphis FirstChurch loeated on the corner of Parkway and Dunlap.
Thelm’a mother. Mrs. Baughurau, was next to join
through her sister and Bible studies with Dr. Finley,
Mr. Kirkland and Mr. Star-nee. Thelma was next to
be baptized by Elder Carmen, May 20, 1950. Her
father, husband and two daughters joined later. Thelma
says, “What a wonderful blessing it is to be a member or
this church and the family ufGod”.

‘ Gracie Hendren was brought up Methodist in
Dyersburg. Tennessee. She married Paul who had 2
Adventist sisters. They gave her some literature to
read. She was determined to prove them wrong but
instead rend herself into the church. Her Sister-in-laws
asked her to go to church with them. This was when
their daughter, Rosalind was a baby. Shortly after
this, Gracie was baptized.

About a year and a half later the lamiiy moved to
Memphis and Gracie first joined Memphis First then
became a charter member of the Raleigh Church.
Paul attended churdi regularly with Gracie, sang in the
chair and took an active part in the church but didn't
join until 1955, when ElderWalker was pastor.

Rosalind was baptised when she was twelve yearsold. it was then that she began to play the piano for thechildren’s department. he she grew older she played for
each consecutive Sabbath School department until she
was playing both piano and organ for church services.Rosalind says Raleigh is her home even though she is
presently living in California

27



The young people were so important to the church.
They were encouraged to participate in a wide variety of
programsand for fun many Saturday nights were spent
at the Hendran‘a where they were provided with every
lcind ofhhckyardgame imaginable. Gracie recalls telling
someone back than that ifthey ran out of ice cream at
midnight Lheyjustwent out and got some more.

Gracie also remembers how the Raleigh families who
attended nhnrch at ‘the mansion' and then later at the
‘new’ Raleigh Church would each take a Thursday to
clean the church ~out of love because they wanted their
church to look nice” and they muldn‘t affard a cleaning
service. ones the children accompaniedtheir parents
and helped out, too. Sometimes they slid down the
mansion hamsters to keep them clean as well. It was
certainlya family afl‘air.

Bro. and Sr. Hendren served the church for many
years. Grade was Head Deaconess and Hostess. Paul
was Head Deacon and Head Elder. In later years the
church saw lit to honor Bro. Handren as HonoraryElder
along with Dr. Finleyand Mr. Starnes. Paul still attends
church regularly and has the distinction of being our
oldest member, Gracie attends as ctten as health
permits.

‘ Our 'Poet Laureate, VirginiaPhillips writes,

“Onthe daylwsshornmylire was
touched

By an Adventist lady (Mrs. Eva Finlay)
who cared enough

To talre me in prayer to God’s
throne atgraae

And because other prayers i am here
today.

Thensssteenager,llivadnertdoor
to an Adventist family named Adams.
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They taolr me to Sabbath School and
so once more

AdventistChristians touched mylii'e.
Then during World War Ll, Mr. Emma:

tame and gave Bible studies out on
our farm.

Gas rationing caused the studies to
cease.But that gentle man had sown the seeds

That sprouted and soon in 1947, on a day
in June

1 became a memberofthe Admfixt family.
In October 1955, lmoved to mynew church

>
home stltaleigh.

This loving fellowahi I have ern'oyad for fifly yearsCreatingmemori will always hold dear.
And I thank fl'le Lord evary day ofmy lire

For thoseAdventist Christians who led me to Christ.

' Jack Colley's mother Lou Ewn Calla worphaned at birth and was raised by Mrs.
Ash'sa :38.

Gilbert, her faster mother, who was a Seventh-day
Adventist. Sr. Colleyjoined the churd-iin 1931. when.1)de was a child, he and his brother attended churchwith their mother at the nld First Church at Parkwayanfidsnmlap. Jaclr became an Adventist on April 18,

Jack and his wife Irena had been t
‘

Biblestudies with Bro. Siames. He me to
flim'rahlzlufi

everyThursday night with his old nuksne projector and
men. Duringtlrisiims,.latlrwentonabownngtripto
New Orleans and tonlr his dad. While there, Jackbecame ill and they had to return home. He decidedthen it was time to get his Life in order and he and Irenebegan attending Raleigh. He was baptised by ElderSalhnny. He has taught Sabbath School in the
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Juniors, Seniors, and Adults department He was a
Pathfinder leader and Deacon, and is an Elder.

Jack’s dhdjoined Lhe church in 1981 on professinn of
faith under Elder Howe at the age of 864

Irene was a Baptxst when they married. Afier Jack
jnined the ehureh, ahe atadied with Elder halhaay and
was baptized on Denember 5, 1959, She led out in the
Kindergarten and Primary divisions, was Aaaiatant
Treasurer under Dr. Jean Boyd and Velma MeLarty,
was church clerk, Sabbath School Secretary, and
preaehtlyaeryea as Mantel:

Theix aha. attended MJA and were all haphzea afiiet
a week at prayer: Wayne » April 23, 1961, by Elder
Arnold: Danny and Terry - April 23, 1966, hy Elder
Walker, and Larry . May 17, 1969, by Elder Anderson. L E Lenhzim L A H

Auguxl [932 , Mly l935
V ‘ “Mg“

Irene fondly remembers, “Jack asked me to marry
"“"" ’9" M" “"2

himwhen we were waiting to pick up his mother, a later
Raleigh charter member, from prayer meeting at Dunlap
and Parkway."

- Milton Wooiaey feels a miracle introduced him to
Home Bible smaiea through Bro. Williams in New
Mexicot Wheahe read Daniel 2 hehriew it was all true.
He accepted the manage. It was what he had believed
all hie life. He also accepted the Sahhath because it set
the weekly amlcture right in hie mind. (He had failed a
teat in the fiflh grade heeauae he insisted Sunday waa
the aeverith day ainee hie family Observed the Sunday
Sabbath.) He accepted the Spirit at Prophecy
because he had wondered why there was he laner day
prophet, Brat Wealaey aeya, -1 thank God tar Bro.
Williams. Sr. White, and the Holy Spirit through
whom all this waa made poeaihle.

Bro. Woolaeyjoined Raleigh church a: a result of
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Notes
being invited to some by Elder Conn Arnold. About
Raleigh he says this, “its a good down an earth factual
church will: friends frum way back that I like to call
bmne'.

- Herschel Powell’s father was a Church of and
minister who taught his children «a read and believe
what they learned in the Bible, and ta live by their
beliefs. Thea Herschel learned that God had a spedal
day and he's lived it ever since.

In 1947. while in college Herschel met his first wife,

Betty, working at s soda fountain amiss from the
College She was an Adventist and he went to church
with her. He tack Bible studies and accepted the
message. No one ever mentionedhapfiun in him, They
moved to Memphis in 1953, where they attended
Memphis First Church fur several weeks before
attending at Raleigh in the old church up on the hill
just north ofthe pwsent location, A66! amendingtheir
first service at Raleigh, Bro. Kirkland and Bro.
Smnlel snipped them at the door with en inviiaiim-i m
mebacls are, Sternes added ~weneed you", Hearing
these word for the first lime really made an impression,
and they began to attend. Amer several months, they
visited the Walnut Grove Chuml-lv Most of the adults
were their age andhad children the ages atheir boys.
They made this their church home. Herschel was
bayfizedin 1955, by Elder Wayne Martin,

in 1955, Raleigh and Walnut Grove Churches both
entered into plans to build Herschel designed the
mechanical and electrical sysusms far Raleigh and
supervised the construction. He wss able to tallr his
boss into installing the bestiug and air conditioning
systems at his spst. Herschel had started working on
the building pLans far Walnut Grove when it was decided
wdisbend
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HE feels, “Raleigh is my home. When I have been
out uftuwn far more than a week I do not feel like I‘m
truly home until I walk through the doors of thischurch".

After Betty’s death, Herschel married Rita. He
knew her Adventist grandmother, Lilli Ahlgreen
Vollrov, who had joined the church in Germany aflsr aBaptist iriend invited her to attend a series of meetings.
(Sr. Vollrev had been brought up in the Lutheran faith
in Russia but believed in the Sabbath hmuse she had
studied about it in the Bible. She wondered why thechurches did not observe this holy dayl) AM the first
meeting, her mend did not return but Lilli kept going
sndbceaine an Adventist, She joined Raleighin 1953.

Sr. Volkov moved to America to take care nfher four
year old granddaughter. Rita. As long as she could.
Rita‘s grandmother took her to church, read to and
taught her daily about Jesus and his lave. These lessons
were never forgotten. She demanstrated faithhilness to
God all ol'her as years. All who lcnewherloved hen

When Rita was older she joined and was actively
involvsd in the Lutheran Church and Later the Baptist
Church. She even attended the Methodist church for
a lung time and briefly visited a number of others. She
taught in a Catholic elemmtary school and attended
services with her students each week during school
hours {or 8 years. She found much about each one that
was good but was ohen disappointed when the doctrines
were not in agreement with Bible truths. Manyofthese
beliefs seemed to he based on certain traditions that
were dear to each denomination Rita became
disillusioned and decided she would always attendchurch but would not attempt to join any others. She
shared these feelings with herbeloved grandmother who
ask her if she thought she might be happy in theAdventist Church “Oh no’, said Rita, who did not want
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to be lonlrnd on as dilrerent, but she felt a little twlnge
when she voioed this opinion.

After her marriage, Rita attended church with
Herschel and together they studied daily fur a year
and a half. She also studied with Pastor Hnwe for
several months. One Sabbath afler-noon. Rita decided no
reread scriptures about the Sabbath, She prayed for
understanding. She read the words “to keep lt-holfand
contemplatingthe meaning or the word ‘holy it beeanie
perfectly clear. She lrnew everything she had studied
was true. She would join one more church.,.one that
truly was totally siblebssed.

Rita believes, 'Raleigh is a special place with very
special people who love God first and love others
second...a people who have been able to meet niany
challenges, because they seek God’s will and His
guidance. and has ricldy blessed Raleigh. May He
continue to do so.”

* Ruby Star-nee was active in the Youth Department
at Jackson Avenue Methodist Church when a mutual
friend brought Gene Stames, a life-long Seventh-day
Adventist to one of the Youth Meetings. Soon alter
Ruby met the parents of her new fi'iend, Earl and
Ruby Sterne. also Adventists.

Ruby professes, ‘While trymg to convert Gene to the
Methodist faith, 1 was under the influence of his
parents, two wonderful Christian People who Lived what
theybelieved”

By the time Gene and Ruby were married and had
their two children, Lisa and stophen, Ruby lrnew their
family would be together in the Seventhday Adventist
Church.

Ruby was baptiaed st Raleigh church in 1962, by
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ElderHarold Walker.

- not Bennett’s mother, a young teenager, attended '

a tent meeting with her parents alter seeing anadvertisement. When her parents discovered that it was
Adventist, they stopped going, but their daughter, who
had met a nice young man continued. They weremarried, had two children, Dot and her brother; later
they divorced, and each remarried.

not and her brother lived in a nan—Adventist
environment during the week, but spent sundown
Friday to sundown Sabbath with their father who
fervently tried to indoctrinate them. Ader graduation
{mm high school, Dot took a job as a clerk in aninsurance office to earn money to attend SWJC atKeene,Texas. It was in this adios where she and Roger
'meL

Afier college, Dot and Roger were married and moved
to Memphis ior Roger to work onhis masters degree.

‘ Roger Bennett first heard of SDA‘a when he was a
ymmg child, He lived in Huntington, Tennessee and
there was a group out near Leach Tennessee. ALI He
heard was there a group ofpeople who cooked on Friday
so they wouldn't have to on Saturday. Roger’s rather
once told him that Saturday was the real Sabbath, notSunday, but he never kept it.

Years later, Roger was living in New Orleans when
he heard about SDA‘a again. He was 23 years old and
had just met not. Roger went to church with her
occasionally, and juined in 1953, sites they married.
One month later, they moved to Memphis. (The pastor
in New Orleans had wanted to baptize Roger before
they moved because he thought something mighthappen and Roger wouldnt be baptised.)
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When they arrived in Memphis in January, 1959,
and attended the Walnut Grove Church until it
disbanded in 1963 at which time theyjoinedRaleigh.

t In the summer of 1969, while a young teenager,
Cindy Craig‘s aunt began having dental work done by
a dentist whose odice was open on Sunday, Dr. Eugene
Finley. She picked up some literature and gave it to
Cindys mom, knowing she was interested in the
Sabbath. She had been studying material frum
Armstrongs, The World—Wide Church uf God. Now
realising that there was another denomination besides
this one and the Jewish she became very interested in
the Seventh—dayAdventist Church and its beliefs.

1n the fall of that year, they attended the Raleigh
Church {or the first time. Several months of weekly
Bible studies were given to them by Robert and
Bernice Gordon, Then later in December, Cindy, her
mom and dad, Peggy and Ray Gaber, and her sisters
Pam, and Vicky wera baptised by Elder Paul
Anderson; Randy was baptised later by ldar Oral
Calloway. Four years later, MichaelCraig attended a
series of evangelistic meetings at Raleigh given by
GrantGunther and was baptised.

Cindy shares, “The Raleigh churd'i is very special
to our iamily. Michael andiwere married here by Elder
Calleway. John was dedicated by Pastor John
Estrada, and Chris was baptised by Pastor Ed
Sharer all here at Raleigh, This truly is a wonderful
church home'.

' Elisabeth Howell at the age of 14 was going to the
Baptist church but became disillusioned because they
didn't keep the seventh day as the Bible said so she quit
going. When she met her first husband she found out
that he was an Adventist. Alter they married they went
to the SDA church together. later they were divnroed

35



and she came to Memphis,

Presently, she met and married James. One day she
told him that she was going to go to church on the
following Sabbath and her mother was going, too.
Elizabeth invited James to go if he wanted to but she
wouldn't nag him if he didn’t want to. On Sabbath
morning, Elizabeth got up and found him dressed to go
to church. The next week Camp Meeting started and
she asked James to take her there and set up their
trailer. He went and stayed for Friday night and
Sabbath services. Elder Bradford preached and James
was very impressed, He had to work during the week
but went back the next weekend to bring them home
and heard the Friday night and Sabbath services, again.

When they returned home, James, Elizabeth, and her
mother atmnded Raleigh Church. Elder Howe came to
'visi't them and eventually asked ifthey would like to join
the church. James immediately said he did and
Elizabeth said she wanted to be mhnptized. Elizabeth
remembers how Elder Howe grinned from ear to ear.
They were all baptized together in 1979.

- Dorothy Lnndfare’s father, was introduced to
Ellen White’s Book,BibleReading. For the Home, by
a oolportour who visited in his horse. Roy carefully
read the book and became convinced that this was the
truth. He was worried about observing the Sabbath
because he had to work on Saturday mornings in the
city‘s assessorsufioe. It didn't pose as insurmountable
a problem as he imagined however. The church prayed
for him and his dec n. One or his coworkers
volunteeredto work in his place on Saturdays. Roy, his
wits Grace, and their two sons were baptized at the
GreaterNew York Camp Meeting.

There was no church school where they lived but
Dorothy attended Sabbath School and minds. At the
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Age om, she was baptized

‘ Ron Landfm’s mother, Martha, a talented oouk
was employed by a nursing home. She came in contact
with someone who told her about the New England
Sanitarium and Hospital. She became interested in
the church and was baptized afier an evangelistic series.
Ron started attending church school and was baptized
at age 14.

After college, Ron taught science classes at an
Adventist academy. During the summers, he went to
Atlantic Union College tn take courses required fur
standard denominational teaching oerfificatjon. Here,
he met Dorothy, and they were married the same day
she graduated.

Fnt the first two years at their marriage, both oi
them taught at South lauessier Academy. in urder
to raise a family on one salary, Run decided to change
careers Their two sons Jeremy and David were
baptized in 1986. in 1987, the family moved to Memphis
where they lived near an Adventist school for the first
time. The children were enrolled in MA.

They visited First Church and Raleigh and were
pulledboth ways. Elder Shaler‘snumeroushome visits
were the deciding factor in choosing Raleigh, and they
soon came to love the people and their warmth and
concern. During Ron Halves-Man’s evangelistic
meetings, Sarah made her derision ror the Lord and
wasbaptized.

Dorothy returned to the teaching profession at MJA
and was glad to have the opportunity to make an impact
on young people's lives. Since that time, all three of the
children have graduated from WA. Jeremys interest in
computers which began in Tom Mill’s computer class
led to his current position at International Paper. David
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attended and graduated from Highland and Southern
College and is now an RN at Brianger Hospital in
Chattanooga. Sarah is about to begin eollege in the Fall.

The iamily is basically grown now, and the Raleigh
church family is becoming an increasingly important
element in Dorothy and Ron’s lives.

- John Lowe was horn and raised in London,
England, As in a great many European homes, John
was not raised in a Christian home. He never attended
church until he met and married Mary. She had not
been attending church on a regular basis and he was so
ann'ous to get her back in church that he started to
some with her. Even though he really wasn't ready, he
went through baptism so Mary would go to dawn]: every
week. While attending a series of meetings at the

- First Church held by lder lavern 'meker from the
Quiet Hour and Elder John Estrada, .iehn
erperieneed a ‘wake up call‘ from the Lord and was
rebaptized along with their daughter, Kimberly. John
believes that coming to America and meeting Mary was
part of God's plan ier his life.

- Mary Lowe’s rather joined the Adventist ehureh
when she was 6 years old. Even though she attended
Sabbath school and church most of her young life, she
didn't feel a real need for the Lord in her life until much
later. Her religion was a sariare one. Over the last to
years her relationship with the Lord has grown and she
isleamingteleanonHimandtntrostHim.SheaBys,"i
thank the Lord everyday for God-fearing parents and awanderfui husband: she feels like God has a plan for
John and herself to be together and be members of His
remnant church,

' Karen Bridger friend from high school, Belinda
Edwards, was working at Wendys. Belinda had met
several Adventists(Tim Gunnin. Ted Bennett, Rusty
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Bridges) there and had joined the ohurch. Karen was
looking for a job, and Belinda helped her get one at
Wendya. Karen then moved into an apartment with
Belinda and another Adventist girl, Sherry
Stanleyiunher). Both of them encouraged Karen to
attend their weekly Wednesday Night Youth Study
Group led by Earline Bridges. About a year later in
1979, Karen was baptized hy Elder Howe and a few
months later began dating Rusty Bridges, Four years
later theywere married.

' Dick Frazier’s mother became the first Adventist in
his family. In 1970, she invited Dick to a that meeting to
hear some “interesting semuna”. He attended one
meetingwith her but did not think much about it other
than recalling the preacher was a good speaker and
didn‘t preach ‘fire and brimstone‘ like his Baptist pastor.

Over the next few years Dick began notiring some
wonderful changes in his medial-’5 life. Her appearance
and attitude changed, she seemed to have a positive
appmaehto everything she did. Hardly a week would go
by that he did not receive a book or some type of
literature from her in the mail. He never read the
material but kept most of it just in case he needed
something to read while on deployment with the Marine
Corps.

One day while visiting the new ship‘s doctor Dick
notined that the doctor had some orthe same little hooks
in his othee his mom had sent him. He attended church
with the doctor on several modem and became very
interested in the new truths he was hearing. Atter
retuniing home, Joanne and Dick began attending the
Adventist Church on oreasion. That was the beginning.

The Frasier iamily was baptized and joined the
Raleigh Church in 1930, siter attending a Revelation
Seminarconducted byElderRalph Ringer.

39



Diek says, “I have attended Adventist Chinthes all over
the world. All were very friendly but none ortheni made
me feel as ‘at home' as the first time 1 attended the
Raleigh Church. Raleigh has a unique atmosphere and
seems to make people want to come back for another
visit”.

' Edie Covel titles her disoovery orthe Adventist faith
“Out of the Darlniess into His Marvelous Light”, She
says it was just like God reached down into a little town
in Western pennsylvsnis and plunked out two teenaged
girls and planed then on the straight and narrow path
that young Ellen Harmon saw on whiuh the Advent
people are traveling to the ntyomod.

Edie’a grown sister had beooroe an Adventist. it
sounded ‘different' and Edie was disturbed. But when
she came to visit she shared with Edie and her twin how
Jesus was coming back to earth soon. Having never
heard of His ssoond oorning they weloorned the news.
She also told them how the dead in Christ would rise to
meet and would go with them to heavens For Edie this
was indasd wonderful news because she had believed
that the good people were already in heaven and that
God sunsigned the bad people to hell to burn forever.
She couldn‘t love God for she feared Him and was afi'aid
to die. it lifted a great weight off her heart to learn that
there was none burning in hell and that God loved man
so much that He was soon to send Jesus to take us to
heaven to live in peace and safety forever. Not one more
thought did she have that her sister’s new religion was
‘sn-arigo’ even when she told them that they were
going to church on the wrong day. Her first response
was that she didn't think it mattered to God what day
they went to ohuroh. even irit was a week day.

Their sister soon oonvinoed them from the Bible that
the seventh day is the Sabbath. Before she loit, she
enrolled them in a Bible Correspondence coin-ea Edie‘s
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twin and she studied each lesson as soon as it came and
sent it back. They studied on their own like they
always had with their school work. But Edie never
doubted, as she learned earth new truth that her twin
acoepted it as she did To think that this was in the
Bible all the time, and she didn’t blow itl

They didn’t go to Church on Sabbath because the
nearest ehuroh was fifieen miles away , and there was
no transportation available.

The summer alter they graduated from high school,
their sister came again and contacted the Adventist
pastor in Washington, Pennsylvania. He and his wife

me to the house and had a Bible study with them.
Their father had now heooms angry at their interest in
a religion that was ‘diflerent’, and had harsh words to
saytatheyuungminiaten SoonsSundayamfli/eygot
out of church, there was the Adventist minister and his
wife waiting for them outside the Methodist church. He
gave the girls and their mother a Bible study on the
state nthe dead, which their mother readily aooepted.
The pastor wanted to baptize them and ofi'ered to help
the girls enroll at Washington Mindonnry College.
Edie’s twin agreed, but Edie thought she would wait to
be baptized, as she was working as n stenographer in
Pittsburgh and liked herjob.

The day before her sister was to be baptized, the
pastor came and gave them a Bible study on baptism.
Edie was convicted then that she should be baptizedbut
didn’t say so. The pastor seemed to know, though, for he
came and took them to their church the next day, and
they handed them each baptismal robes. Their sister
was with them and Edie sow tears in her eyes.

They were baptized in a pond in a meadow with
peoplesitiingonthsbankesinging. ltwaethenrsttiine
Edie had heard the lovely hymn, Nearlothe Heart of
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God. They also sang, Will there Be Store In my Crown?
Appropriate she has thought many times, since they
were the first start! in their sister’s crown

The next day, the pastor and his wife time early in
the morning while their tether was still asleep and with
our mother's blessing toolr them to Washington
Missionary Conege. Edie did not think at the time ortbe
abuse their mother was willing to take from their {other
on their aeeount, in allowing them to leave behind his
back. Their sister, too, incurred his anger: Edie was
only told later how their mother grieved in losing two
daughters at ones. As for herself, she tried all the way
ts Washington,D.C., as she didn't think she would have
gone at all irher twin were not determined to go. She
just oouldnt let her go alone.

They were very homesick at first but took to heart
the text that said that having onoe put their hand to the
plow, turning back, they would be unworthy of the
kingdom of heaven. Their mother came to visit them at
college, and seeing the good people they were keeping
oompany with, was comfortedoonosming them.

“or wume,’ says Edie, “as probably expected by aux
wise young pamr, while under the Godly influence of
the callege, we becma grvunded in the truth never to
leave that path — the farther end of which leads to the
glorious city of God and the beautiful Savior who was
willingwrihkitalll‘orus.‘

. Sue Ford is grateful to an Adventist woman whn
stepped out of her comfort zone and into her world one
August day in 1935, in Hawthorne, California. She
invited Sue to her diurrh saying there would be a
baptiain at the river that Saturday. Sue was drawn to
the people she met that first Sabbath. Their word was
clear and their behavior reflected what they believed.
Thar joy in the lordpermeatedtheirlivea. she lrnsw
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that these people were sons and daughters oi God and
she wanted to he one, too. On Morph 1, 1986 she was
rehaptized at the Nor-walk Seventh-day Adventist
Church into the fellowship of the SDA Christian
Church

Sue had first been baptized into the Disciples of
Christ Church at the age of eight in MeKinney. Texas.
amr attending a special Bible class whirh was designed
tn prepare youngsters for rhurch membership, She grew
up in this same little town just outside of Dallas, Texas.
Afifl' college, her work took her to a number of nitrates
including Tennessee. When she returned to Memphis
she accepted a position at one or the Shelby County
schools,

It was time to find a church home. One Sabbath
morning she arrive at ltaleigh and entered the
Sanrtuary for the Preliminary sabbath School Program
She was surprised and delighted to see Rita Powell
partiespating...somsons she lrnsw. from worlr. Neither
Sue nor Rita had any idea that other was en Adventist.
This was really wonderful iorhoth ofthem.

Sue truly believes that, "Raleigh is a church where
the Holy spirit is really working. I have seen changes in
individuals. It is so evident that the people ears about
each other and that their prayers for one another have
been miraculously answered. It is a place where the
people not only talk the truth but live it."

* Jean Lovell reoounts sometime during the late
Summer or early Fail or 1934, Marvin Brunkin meinto life Blood to donate blood while Jean was on duty.
He invited her and her husband Bob to a Revelation
Series that was starting that week at Raleigh . Bob
was very excited about it, because he had read a lot
about Revelation, but no author had really put it all
together in a manner that made much sense. So they
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came and earned hheir Bibles for attending ths meetings
and about 6 months later, with much help from Pastor
Shnfer, made their decision mjoin the church.

- Sue Goulding's lanowledge of the Adventist way of
living goes back to her Grandfather, a fourth generation
Adventist. Calvin P. Bollmn was an Adventist
minister who came to Springvllls, Tennessee, in the late
1880's from Linmln Nebraska. He settled his family in
the Haglel’s Ridge area near a little one room church
with wooden benches. This was the oldest church in the
Conference. He did not stay there long as he was a
traveling minister who held Tent Meetings in the
Nashville area. Soon he went to worlr for Southern
publishing Co. and Pacific Press as Editor and
became Editor of the Review and Herald in 1914. He
served in this capacity for 15 years. He died in 1947, at
hinstynne.

Sue attended the little one room church with her
mother for several years. When she was 21 years old
she married Hubert Gaulding whose grandparents
were members of this little church, too. Eventually, it
was torn down and another church was built in Paris,
hormones

in March, 1947, they were both baptized by Elder
1M. Barnes. By this thne, Sue and Hubert had four
childd'en. Since it was hard for them to get into Pam's in
church, they held Sabbath School in their homev They
invited others in the community, and in time rented a
building and had church there. In later years they
moved to Parisr

in 1964, Sr. Gauldingwas transferred to Memphis.
she was accepted into Memphis First Church on
Profession of Faith with Elder ‘13. Duncan ofiiciafing.

Sue says, “My membershipwas moved to Raleigh
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church in 1987. There I really found a church family
and 1 love them dearly, My husband passed away in
1968. His membership remained in Paris Church. 1

have to sayhe died loving his Lordt

- In 1975, George More was transferred by the us.Navy from San Diego, California to Elect Combat
Training Center Atlantic in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
En route, He stopped over to see a friend he had known
in California who was living with his parents in Battle
Creelc Michigan At this time, he was a Sunday-keepng
namdenominnliunal Protestant who was passively
seeking a closer walk with the Lord.

His friend in Battle Creek was Kim Clark, who had
become a SeventhdayAdventist. During George's visit,
him shared some of the Adventist beliefs including the
Sabbath. George witnessed young people who actually
got down on their knees to pray. 'l'he Sabbath question
alone was enough to whet his spiritual appetite, but he
remained curious as to how Sunday-keeping churches
justified simdayworship,

George went on to be baptized in a non.denominationalchurch. when they afiered a mini-Bilzle
college he began attending, When he asked the senior
pastor why in keeping Sunday is the fourth
commandment neglected, his answer was to the effect
that “all those apostles wayhsalr thsn lrspt Slmdafr He
did not offer specific tarts, Shortly afterward, he
resigriadn-ons their studies.

It tacit George a few weeks to find the Norfolk
Seventh-day Adventist Church. By now, he was
pretty convinced that the Sabbath was the correct day.
He began attending church but did not attend Sabbath
School. yet. On his third Sabbath. he was enwuraged to
attend an evangelistic series with Lyle Alhrieht as
speaker. Whenhe arrived for the evangehshcmeeting,
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